[Magnetic resonance tomographic diagnosis of retrobulbar neuritis using inversion recovery sequences].
Inversion recovery sequences with short inversion periods (STIR sequences) are particularly suitable for the examination of the intra-orbital and intracanalicular portion of the optic nerve, since they selectively suppress interference from neighbouring fat. This technique makes possible direct demonstration of retrobulbar neuritis that had to be diagnosed exclusively by clinical criteria up to now. As evidence of inflammatory changes in 15 out of 18 patients with acute retrobulbar neuritis, there were areas of increased signal intensity in the affected nerve; in six cases the nerve was also swollen. In eight normals and five patients with healed retrobulbar neuritis, the signal and calibre of the optic nerves were normal.